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Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: March 15, 2023 
By: Jean Davids, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
We had 12 of 21 members attend our meeting which was led by Jean Davids.  
 
The assignment was Bokeh.  We had 3 people share their images.  They were great! Thanks for sharing them 
with us. 
 
Steve Fowler shared information on the Twin Cities Area Council of Camera Clubs annual Spring Break.  
Here’s some of the information: 
 

• There were many presentations.  Steve attended one on Masking in Lightroom presented by Rikk Flohr.  
He said it was very good. 

• There was an area set up for studio use. 
• There was another area for practicing macro. 
• There was a presentation on Wildlife – near and far macro. 
• There were representatives from Tamron and West Photo and others to assist and sell products.  Tamron 

was handing out their catalogs. 
• Steve bought a soft filter bag that he really likes and lens bags. 
• Also mentioned the Animal Image Makers (AIM) website - https://animalimagemakers.com. 
• Mentioned Women With Vision has a website.  Not sure if I could find that or not.  There were many 

different areas but not a specific website for them. 
• This was their first Spring Break since covid.  They use to have two simultaneous sessions of varying 

topics so you could attend more sessions.  Now there is just one stream of them. 
• Various camera clubs brought in photos for various ‘walls of photos’. 

 
Jean asked the group how they would like to approach the topic of the April meeting which is 
photoshop/lightroom Q&A.  It was decided that Jean should share her workflow and go from there. 
 
Jean also mentioned that $12 dues are due by next month (April).  Ten of the twelve member present paid their 
dues this month.  Also mentioned is that the annual meeting is in May but we have National Camera coming in 
that month so I suggested we can handle the finance report part of the meeting via email and perhaps anything 
else as well.  In addition, I mentioned that the office up for election is secretary/treasurer.  Members actually 
said they were sitting on their hands and that basically the job is mine again.  So in essence the election was 
held right there.  I will send out an update regarding this to the members. 
 
Next, Jean did the presentation on Topaz.  In addition to the notes that follow, Jean presented two videos related 
to Topaz.  Photo AI was the first and Denoise was the second.  Then samples were demonstrated on how to use 
the apps.  Unfortunately, tougher questions than she could handle may have been asked but at least an 
introduction to their use was presented.  These products aren’t necessary for all photos, just the occasional one 
that needs just that tweak.  It is still always best to handle noise reduction and sharpness through your 
photography techniques (in camera). 
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Topaz Software 
 

https://www.topazlabs.com/shop 
 
Topaz Photo AI 
Sharpen, remove noise and increase resolution of your photos.  Does an automated version of Denoise, Sharpen 
and Gigapixel with some manual control of each of those but an automatic mode that does a lot of what you 
want done. 
https://www.topazlabs.com/topaz-photo-ai 
 
Topaz Denoise AI 
Eliminate noise while recovering real detail to get the best image quality in your high ISO and low light images. 
https://www.topazlabs.com/denoise-ai 
 
Topaz Sharpen AI 
Sharpen your images with no artifacts.  AI models for shake reduction, focus correction and blur removal. 
https://www.topazlabs.com/sharpen-ai 
 
Topaz Gigapixel AI 
Get better photo quality by enhancing detail.  Good for upsizing photos taken with earlier models of digital 
cameras or for restoration of old photos or better printing. 
https://www.topazlabs.com/gigapixel-ai 
 
Topaz Video AI 
Does video upscaling, deinterlacing, motion interpolation and shake stabilization, all optimized for your local 
workstation.  Requires a powerful computer to handle big videos.  $299 
https://www.topazlabs.com/topaz-video-ai 
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Topaz Photo AI 
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Topaz Denoise AI 
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Topaz Sharpen AI 
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Topaz Gigapixel AI 
 
 

 



 
10 

 
Topaz used as a filter in Lightroom or Photoshop 
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Topaz Pricing Options 
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Calendar for 2023 
 
April 19 

• Assignment: Share before and after of edited photos 
• Topic: Photoshop/Lightroom Q&A – by Jean Davids – presenting her photo editing workflow 

 
May 17 

• Assignment: Share before and after of edited photos 
• Topic: Electronic Flash - National (confirmed) 

 
June 21 

• Assignment: Flash photo 
• Topic: Free editing programs – Keven Juliot will present on a number of freeware versions of 

photography editing programs 
 
July 19 

• Assignment: July as a topic (fireworks, picnics, camping, anything that represents July) 
• Topic: Photos in the dark - bring camera and play (date not firm) 

 
August 16 

• Assignment: 
• Topic: Camera Raw (date not firm) 

 
September 20 

• Assignment: 
• Topic: Action Photos (date not firm) 

 
October 18 

• Assignment: 
• Topic: 

 
November 15 

• Assignment: 
• Topic: 

 
December 20 

• Assignment: Top photos of 2023 
• Topic: Holiday party, open discussion 

 


